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ARMS DELIVERIES TO CUBA
26 September 1960

l. This memorandum is in response to a request for a8 summary
of aras dQliveries to Cuba from both bloc and non-bloc sources and
a general evaluation of the mumerous reports received on this subject.
2, The confirmed bloc arms now in Cubta are as followss
a. Five Mi-} (HOUHD) helicopters. One of these was

left in Cuba when the Soviet exposition closed last

A1l the helicopters are now belleved

to be otationed at the Playa Baracoa airfisld near Havana, after being

assenblad there by Cgzech and Soviet tednicians.

b. An unknoun quantity of Czech 7.62 mm semi-automatic

rifles (possibly as many as 10,000). Numerous reports

were being received about arrival of Hloc arms st this time, none

of uhich were accepted until photogrophed a

group of Cuban militiamen with the Cgech rifles at a military

ceremony on 21 August. ‘ ‘ Other materiel such as

submachine guns and ammunition may have beon delivered along with

¢« Ten tanks-possibly T-5L's=~1C0 antiaircraft guns,

the rifles.

machine guns, large quantities of various csliber ammunition, and
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unidentified quantities of various caliber emmunitlion, and unidentified

[y

quantities and ty;paa of electronic quipment.

MILITARY EQUIPMENT PURCHASED BY CUBAR GOVERHMENT
FROH NOR=-SOVIET BLOC SOURCES

3. The Castro regime fell heir to military quipment held by
the Batista regime sufficient to equip an army of 25,000 men. In
addition, the Castro forces already possessced @& eonsiderable quantity
of weapons, mostly small arms. The Castro regime also received
shipment of 3,700,000 rounds of small arms ammunition from tloi'uay
ordersd by Batista prior to his fall «d five British Sea Fury

fighter aircraft, the remainder of an order of 17 paid for by

Ratista, were turned over to Castro in May 1959,




L. Iumed_iately after assuming power, Castro launched into
determined efforts to secure additional military equipment--offorts
which increase in intensity throughout 1959 and into 1960, He mét
with most success from Belgiun and Italy. In Febrnary 1959, a Cuban

arms purchasing mission conmtracted from Pabrique Nacional in Liege,

Bolgium, for the following gduipment, whih was delivered to Cuba
over 8 period beginning in March 1959 and ending about July 19601
25,000 FAL rifles, 7.62 cal. (Standard RATO type)
52,000,000 cartridges fr above riflcs
105,000 anti-personnel grenades
2,500 gronade launchers
1,000 Belgian machine guns, 7.62 cal.
500 UZI (Pat, Israel) made in Belgium énhmachineguna
3,000 9 mm pistols

Total velue of the Belglarn contract, according to \

| |was $7,151,300.

The Castro regime has also madg large militery purchases from )
Italy. A Cuban~Itelian contract signed in July 1959, called for
shipment of materiel valued at approximately $2,500,000. Delivery
began in December 19593

72 81 ran wortars and 40,000 mortar shells

16 120 mm mortars and 8,000 chells




12 105 mm howitzers and 16,000 105 mm shells
50 machineguns

70 rocketlaunchers and 8,000 rockets .

-

7 flamethrowers

1,500,000 50 cal. cartridges

Miscellaneous communications equipment.

. The UAR and Cuba were negotiating in early 1960, but

there is still no indisation that Cuba has received any military
equipment from the UAR; Soms, including used aireraft, may be
forthcoming, however.

Cuban efforts have often failed, however. A Cuban effort to
exchange the piqtonptype Sea Furies it hsd obtained from Britain
for an equivalent number of British Hunter Mark V jets fell through.
Several Western European countries, induding the UK, Norway, Tho
Hetherlands, and YWest Cermany, have cooperated with US efforts to
restrict ihe sale of military equipment to the Caribbean area. In
July 1960, Belgium finally stopped issuing licenses for the export
of military equipment to Cuba. , '

In June 1959 the Cuban government budgeted §9,900,000 for the
purchase of 15 coast guard units, three motor torpedoboats, and two
buoy tenders, Ouban purchasing missions are still vainly trying to

secure the craft in West Uermany, after similar efforts in the

United Kingdom and Italy and Prance fell through.




ARMS DELIVERIES TO CUBA
26 Septenmber 1960

1. This memorandum is in response to a request for a summary
of aras déliveries to Cuba from both bloc and non-bloc sources and
o general evaluation of the numerous reports received on this subjact.
2. The confirmed bloc arms now in Cuba are as followss

8. Five Mi-li (HOUND) helicopters. One of these was

left in Cuba when the Soviet oxposition closed

A1l the helicopters are now believed

to be stationed at the Playa Baracoa airfield ncar Havana, after being

assenbled there by Czech and Soviet tednicians.

be An unknown quantity of Czech 7.62 mm scmi-automatic

rifies (possibly as many as 10,000). | tumerous reports

were being received about arrival of tloc armus at this £1me, nore

of which were accepted until| photographed a

group of Cuban militiamen with the Cgech rifles at & military

cerenony on 21 Auguste. Other materiel such as

submachine guns and ammunition may bave been delivered along with

the rifles.

c¢. Ten tanks-possibly T-54'6--100 antiaircraft guns,

machine guns, lsrge quantities of various caliber ammunition, and
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~ unidentified quantities of various caliber emmunition, and unidentified

quantiuéa and types of electronic quipzent.

MILITARY BQUIFMENT PURCEASED BY CUBAN GOVERMMERT
PROM LON~SOV IET BLOC SOURGCES

3. 7The Castro regime foll heir to military quipment held by
the Batista regime sufficient to equip an army of 25,000 men. In
addition, the Castro forces already possessed a eonsiderable quantity
of weapons, mostly small arms. The Castro regime also received
shipment of 3,_700,000_ mumia of szoll arms ammunition from Norway
ordered by Botista prior to his fsll and five Britich Sea Fury

fighter aircraft, the remainder of an order of 17 paid for bty

Batista, were turned over to Castro in May 1959.
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ko  Immedistely atter assuming power, Castro launched into
doeternined efforts to secure additional military equipment--efforts
wvhich increase in intensity throughout 1959 and into 1960. He met
with most success from Belgium end Italy. In February 1959, a C‘uban

arms purchasing mission contracted from Fabrique Nacional in Liege,

Belgium, for the following equipment, whih was delivered to Cuba
over Ia period beginning in March 19%9 and ending about July 19603
25,000 FAL rifles, 7.62 cal. (Standard HATO type)
52,000,000 cartridges fx above rifles
105,000 anti-personnel grenades
2,500 grenade launchers
1,000 Belgiun machine guns, 7.62 cal. v
S00 UZI (rat. Israel) made in Belgium submachineguns
3,000 9 mm pistols |

Total value of the Pelgian contract, according to‘

was $7,151,3C0.

The Castro regime hes also made large military purchases from ‘
Italy. A Cuban-Italian contract signed in July 1959, called for
shipaent of materiel valued at approximately 52,500,000. Delivery
began in Decembar 1959t

72 Bi ra mortars and 40,000 mortar skells

16 220 =mm mortars and 8,000 shells




12 105 mm howitzers and 16,000 105 mm sholls
So'machinegﬁns

70 rocketlaunchers and Q,OOO rocgots

-7 flamethrowers

1,500,000 50 cal. cartridges

Miscellaneous communications equipment.

S« The UAR and Cuba were negotiating in early 1960, but
there is still no indieation that Cubta has received any military
equipment from the UAR. OSome, including uséd aircraft, may be
forthconing, howvsver. |

Cuban efforts have often foiled, however., A Cuban effort to
exchange the piston-type Sea Furies it had obtained from Dritain
for an equivalent number of British Hunter Hark V jets fell through.
Several Western Europoan countries, induding the UK, Norway, The
Hetherlande, and VWest Gersiany, have cooperated with US efforts to
restrict the sale of military equipment to the Caribbean area. In
July 1560, Belgium finaelly stoppod issuing licenses for the export
of military equipment to Cuba,

In June 1959 the Cuban government budgeted §9,900,000 for the
purchase of 15 coast guard units, three motor torpedoboats, and two
buoy tenders., Cuban purchasing missions are still vainly trying to

secure the craft in West Germany, after similar efforts in the

United Kingdom and Italy and France fell through. Fﬁg




